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lian subcontinent, to be proud of, and to 
eii past history. For this we have selected an g Y 
inative of Islamic history in India written by Sayyed Abul 
lasan Mi Nadwi, one of the most commanding Islamic 
listorians of the subcontinent. He narrates the history of 
dam as observed and related by the Minaret of Qutbuddin, 
a famous Islamic monument in Delhi, India. 
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Ok day I decided to have a ^ j the c j,y , 

outside the city. 

As I gazed up at this lofty minaret, built from har 
red sandstone which is a marvel of architecture, I thoug 
how perfect an example it was of the greatness of tf 
Muslims in Delhi’s past. 

As I was walking around the minaret, amid t\ 
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listened intently to more of what this voice had to 
U1 It went on: 7 have been standing here for seven 
centuries without moving so much as an eyelid, f have 
ntched the ups and downs of time and the changing of 

limp and rulers as if I were the pivot around which the 
*hole cycle of events revolves. 

iZelndlT™ f? PV CVemS Whlch 

™ <kmewee Palot.If m yhean°J " ° CCas, ° ns w hich 

bedell 7" S ° me gOQd kings™* 7 /r ° m gnef - 

arrows. C mc and made me f ' ° p, ° Us men 

“""'few. 
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,, ■' sa X. “I heard. 1 for Gh ™« SS “ PP, '«»»» 

built n!eT",h e thll ' :l ° f the s "“th 'cenT' tkose 

a nd bis wo* ™ naretfo ”be Qu t^“7-,0-Mfc 

r ~^S e, " byS ^' k *” 

slaves into kingsioh^ °^ ,skm » -hat it can „ ute 
Qutbuddin who, in turn Wa ?^ Ceded b y slave 
Shamsuddin. The Mamiule f ° ,,OWed by his slave 
eighty-seven years ^ufspSZ ^ f » 
Qutbuddin Aybak, virtuous ones S n'^ 
Mahntud , bn Aitantash, and |„st ones like GbayXS 

‘During the reign of SuJtan Shamsuddin, there was 
a great shaykh in Delhi whose name was Qutbuddin 
Bakhtyar Ka‘ki. I often saw Sultan Shamsuddin visit the 
Shaykh at night to serve him in complete humility. 

‘ Then the kingdom of the Mamluk masters came to 
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/ ,, ctn Allah and He bequeaths 

I KM,Vs came and/saw the 

^^"-“r- Ano 

feSlaX: ie^ludCn, 

I he restored order to the land. He established laws , set 

/ justprices and brought security throughout India. He 

I also conquered other parts oflndia to extend his empire. 

I After thirty-one years the Khilji dynasty collapsed and 

ms replaced by the Tughluqs who included Kins 

Mohammad TughJuq, a mad intellectual wL f 

to move the capital of l n A- / who Wanted 

mci{ »l to me in my J on ^ ° awlatab *d. Allah was 
y'°netaess and the king did Bot 

»** '" 1 "Tom b* 11 ! 1 " 1 Was fo, lowed by • . 





aS a just k ' ng , sch olarship- 
waS .Lcouraged 5 ^ 


hostels for v.srtors and put right many of the miasncei 
experienced by the people at that time. 

During this period lived Shaykh Nizamuddin 
Badayuni. He had a flourishing zawiyah centre for 
Islamic learning and moral training, which attracted 
Muslims seeking spiritual solace. In Shaykh Nizam 
they found a humble scholar who commanded great 
respect. A spiritual emirate was able to exist within the 
materialistic state, and offered the people an alternative 

way of life. 






















‘During this time th* ■ 
reaching its peak during the ° ■ JaWnpur flourished 

Sharqr (804-44 AH/1402-36 CeTT ^ 

between the Sultanates of DelH ^ ^ 

the tales of its kings and the d ' 1 llsten «ho 
as Qadi Shihabuddin Dawlatah^ 1 * 8 a° f SUCh scholar s 

were told of their mosques and schools 

‘The city of Ahmadabad founded by Ahmad Shah 
also flourished. It excelled the other parts of India „„der 
the influence of its kind and upright kings and 
renowned bddith scholars. Their guidance was reflected 
in the disciplined society of the times. The Islamic way 
of life was also apparent in the crafts and gardens. 
When I heard news of Mahmud Shah and his son 
Muzaffar Shah al-Halim (862-932 AH/1456-1526 CE) 
it was as if I was listening once again to reports of the 
first generation of Muslims, who were the very cream of 

the history of mankind. 

•At this time the spiritual and moral links with ‘he 

r u iwrndim world were strengthened. India 
rest of the Muslim wo ^ ^ ^ ^ The 

rightly reflecte bu ildings from this time can still be 

remains of count ess Mosques, forts and tombs 

seen in and ar ° U '| ru lers’ interest in architecture as 

illustrate the »^ agnificence Allah." 

an form 
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rulinglt^Bat!^ r he " "* L ° dh ' k '" 8 Ibrah ™ »as 
he had 

routed the Lodhi armies, Z ZCL'"mm 
fighters, on the plain of Pan,pa, w,,h a mere ll Z 
men. It was yet another proof that determination can 
overcome numbers. Babar established the Mughal 
go\ ernment and this sent vibrations all over the world 
and had a lasting effect on India. 

‘During the reign of Babar’s son, Humayun, Sher 
Shah Suri rose up and expelled Humayun to Persia. Sher 
Shah took control of Delhi and during a magnificent 
reign proved to be a great administrator. He was also 
devoted to scholarly pursuits. He built mosques, forts 
and tombs and is also well remembered for b,s road 

building. mosques, wells and hostels at 

‘He P^f* ,' r “ S ;“° e q w r oads for the benefit of 

regular Z accomplished in a mere five 

travellers. All this ^ her shah were weak and 

years. The m odle, managed to regain 

Humayun, after ? of the Shah of P=rs,a. 

his throne with the P 
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10 establish a new religion. He was a great 
disappointment to the Muslims. Allah helped to protect 

me from his foolish ideas when Akbar made Agra his 
capital instead of Delhi. & 
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rooms near to me and, since he is 
buried here, he stays dose by. 

‘Jahangir was followed by his 
son, Shah Jahan, who was res¬ 
ponsible for constructing many 
magnificent monuments in India. 
In Delhi, he built the Jame’ Masjid 
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grave of his wife. It is an exquisite monument of white 
marble, resting on red sandstone. The only reason 1 can 
think of for leaving my present site would be to see it. 
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Politics became a mX^d .IT 

K.ngs ruling in the trl^dt'' * f>> 

evening. They changed like people change thdrcblej 
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‘What I saw made me weep bitterly. The morals of 
the Muslims were so corrupt at this time that alcoholic 
drinks were widespread, musical instruments were 
commonplace and people indulged in such amusements 
as singing and dancing. It was as if no Prophet had ever 
been sent, and no Book sent down. The people were 
living in a state of ignorance. 

‘I remembered the words of Allah the Almighty, 
“When we decide to destroy a population, We (first) 
send a definite order among them who are given the 
good things of this life and yet transgress; so that the 
word is proven true against them, then We destroy them 
utterly ” (17: 16) and I feared His punishment. 

‘In the time of Muhammad Shah Rangila matters 
came to a head. The emperor of Persia, Nadir Shah, came 
in 1151 AH/1738 CE and put the population to the 
sword. In Delhi alone 150,000 were killed and the 
stree ,s flowed with blood. The killing contmued 

three days. st ill did no. improve and 

they were^o weak that the Marathas and Sikhs joined 


zo 


forces against them to attack, plunder and pillage. Many 
towns were destroyed and mosques, where the name of 
Allah was mentioned, were demolished. The Muslims 

o«em S t0 feSiSt ’ 3nd C ° Wardice an d fear 

and sent to it Ahmad'shaUbd COmm unity 
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Muslims to the true Islamic way of life and criticised the 
tyrannical rulers and false religious leaders who had 
allowed the people to go astray. He trained rightly- 
guided scholars and wrote marvellous books to share 
his knowledge of Islam. 

‘He and his three highly-respected sons, Shah 
‘Abdul- 1 Aziz, Shah Rafi‘uddin and Shah ‘Abdul-Qadir 
and his grandson Shah Muhammad lsma‘il (buried at 
Balakot) translated the Qur’an, wrote detailed 
explanations on the baditb and fiqh and purified the 
people’s hearts. They spent their lives explaining the 
baditb, teaching about jihad and martyrdom in the way 
of Allah, and about the Next World. Under their 
guidance 1 saw India flourish again. 
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^ra«d with ,he un ^J;'p e a r * y cont.nued to trade with 
•The East India government were 

weakened enough to be intimidated. Then the officers 
of the company started to interfere in affairs of State. 
They sowed the seeds of discord between the amirs and 
incited them to oppose one another. They seized one 

opportunity after another until they became a powerful 
force in India. 

‘British trade and influence continued to net 

monger and always at the expense of the Indi u § C 

" ,? ^r::r>* mtheeastwithout 

■Hurshidabad, S!raiud dawla th 
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a great army from Murshidabad 
took prisoner 145 people who 
company. 


to Fort William and 
worked for a British 


In retaliation, the British army attacked the 
Muslims at the village of Plassey in 1171 AF1/1757 CE 
One of Sirajuddawla’s ministers, Mir Ja'far, turned 
traitor and deserted to the British side and because of 
this Sirajuddawla was defeated. As a result, part of 
Bengal was lost to the British and Mir Ja'far became 
their governor, replacing the Amir. 

‘In a second attempt to oust the British, Mir Qasim, 
Shah ‘Alam King of Delhi and the Nawab Shuja’ud- 
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S British w« nor. ^ scene. 

Hr to* S " l,a , Tl f“so*r« India- He fought the 
most powerful ruler A H/l799 CE but was 

British in a fierce batt 40 OO trQO p S 

defeated. The British governor had taken MU y 

from Britain to India and he besieged Sultan Tipu 
ipital, Seringapatam. He stormed the city with a force 
of 5000 which included Muslims and Marathas. 

This time one of Sultan Tipu’s ministers, Mir 
Sadiq, betrayed the Sultan and deserted to the British. 
Tl|! S , u !“ “ a hero Ending his din and homeland 

so He 
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ZtT’^^'h^^'heMessengePof 
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‘Abdul-' A ° 2 ar °' D 'lhi 'Ab du i. H 
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to bring p eon | ' , toWl « and vi|| f' TOus 

- r; P r k T r ^ ^ 
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“sbm support went to the men ’ with strong 

he banner of jihad agains [ ^ frp ™i« and raised 
between the Muslims and ,h e SM? T' broke out 
later I heard that the Musltm! had ‘ f sl '°" t,me 
up an emirate based on the c , " pture ‘ ,landan<| set 
Gutded Caliphs. Cal,phate of the Wtffy- 

, . J hey tntpletnented the laws of the Sbari'ah, 
established prayer, paid zakat, commended the right 
and forbade the wrong. They conquered Peshawar, the 
frontier capital and became established. They intended 
to establish a legal independent state in India and 
corresponded with other amirs including the Amir of 
Bukhara and Chitral and the amirs of Afghanistan. 

‘Although the Muslims seemed happy, I was afraid 
that they would be victims of treachery and betrayal. 
My apprehension was well justified as only a few days 
larer I heard that the Afghani amirs had betrayed these 
a 1 n and killed their nawab and their governors 
ancTtha^rhey were now on their way to Kashmir. 
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Allah can command what occurs. 

‘Now I will return to the story of the Britts 
India. They invaded the Punjab, Sind, Burma and Oudh 
and captured them all. 

‘However the Indians rose up to free themselves 
from the British in 1273 AH/1857 CE. 

‘Tiie great rebellion shook the British to the core 
an dit took them fourteen monrhc r~ ° re 

revolt faded due to the J COntroJ ‘ The 

and the strong position of theBr^h ° rganised 

punished the Indians mere I , ^ 3t the tim e. Thev 
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dynasty wj,,^ , , , Tb ey overthr^ , * P a, nful 
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heedfess of that tfet. Th,s community will only be pttf 
right by what put its first days right. This is what I have 
seen and experienced throughout these Jong centuries.’ 
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Amir: a 


a leader or ruler a 

Provincial/regional’rulers™ 6 ' nerallv Used '»> 

D '” : rell « ion > *« Islamic way of life 

terror plural of Fatwa, religious opinions or rulings of 

Fatawa-'Abmgij a great encyclopaedic book in which 
rulings of previous jurists according to the 
Hanafi School are compiled. The work was done 
under the direct supervision and participation 
of the Mogul emperor of India, Aurangzeb 
‘Alamgir; it therefore became known as Fatawa- 
‘Alamgiri. 

Fiqh: deep understanding of Islam. Islamic juris¬ 
prudence. 

Hadith: traditions of the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, sayings, deeds and silent 
approvals, which means something was d »™ 
his presence or came to hrs knowledge and he d,d 

n ° tOPP Tem the way of Allah-To serve .he 

/,W: WamTSuse whrch includes fighting in the way 
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as an< 

, Hi* eO erT1,eS ’ 


,d > en 


^ ■ a on non-M" 5 '^ onsrbili't ° f 
a tax ^ ied ains t the r e P pe rty. lt 
^ Islamic state, ^ hon0 ur and P ^ on 

guarding the' pashms p Y j,j eCt to 

an Islamic state. 

tadmsah: place of learning, an Islamic schoo . 

tuhtasib: inspectors, particularly officers known for 
their honesty and piety, appointed by the 
government to check and inspect the behaviour 
of officers in the government offices. 

awab: ruks of re S ional provinces, subject to the 

’tjKt T, 


used 








Shaykh: a respected person, a pious and spiritual leader 
or a very knowledgeable person. It is also used as 
a title for present-day Gulf rulers. 

Z awiyah: a corner, or exclusive place of worship, for 
remembrance of Allah, and a centre for spiritual 
training. 


THE \ll\ \RET SPEAKS uses an 
cffcctixc device to portray the cycle of 
events in the Indian subcontinent's 
Islamic history. A lofty minaret in 
Delhi which was built by Sultan 
Qutbuddin describes both the happy 
and the tragic times it has witnessed 
over seven centuries. 

It highlights the achievements of 
successful rulers and the failures of 
others and also focuses on the demise 
of Muslim power in the wake of British 
imperialism. Muslims in the West will 
appreciate this enlightened portrayal of 
the British onslaught on Islam in India. 
It offsets the often biased versions 
found in school textbooks. 
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